Correlation of p53 oncoprotein expression with chemotherapy response in small cell lung carcinomas.
p53 oncoprotein expression was investigated in small cell lung carcinomas (SCLC) using immunohistochemical staining with antibodies against p53. A total of 50 pre-treatment biopsies were examined. We analyzed the relationship between p53 expression and these patients' relevant clinical characteristics, response to chemotherapy, time to progression, and overall survival. We found p53 overexpression in 46% of the samples but no association with clinical data or overall survival. Our results show a strong correlation of p53 staining with chemotherapy response. Multivariate analysis selected p53 as an independent predictive factor of chemotherapy response.